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���Profile of a Cardinal Newman School Graduate at Graduation�
 
 

1. A faith-principled leader who … 
·  has a strong personal relationship with God. 
·  does everything for the greater glory of God. 
·  lives in and for Christ. 
·  has a strong moral core steeped in Catholic/Christian values with the courage to stand alone if 

needed. 
·  has the courage to be committed to Social Justice and live out that commitment. 
·  has a commitment to living to living her/his faith through the liturgical and sacramental life of 

the Church. 
·  possesses a firm foundation in the faith that leads to a commitment to life-long faith 

development. 
·  recognizes the face of God in everyone --- all are made in the image of God. 

  

2. A virtuous person who exhibits the qualities of … 
·  integrity 
·  accountability 
·  self-discipline 
·  diligence 
·  perseverance 
·  empathy 
·  Self-discipline 

 

3. A person who demonstrates love through … 
·  commitment to selfless service. 
·  compassion for the plight of others and advocacy for social justice concerns. 
·  displaying respect, kindness, and courtesy to all. 
·  appreciating the diverse talents and contributions of others. 
·  ongoing dedication to the Cardinal Newman School community. 

 

4. A committed life-long learner who is/has 
·  a critical thinker and problem solver. 
·  pride in her/his work and in seeking personal excellence. 
·  an accomplished communicator – both oral and written. 
·  aware of local, national, and global issues. 
·  skilled in 21st century information technology. 
·  an appreciation for the Arts. 
·  an appreciation for the cultures of others. 
·  an understanding of the natural world. 
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Cardinal Newman School 
2010-2011 Course Description Handbook 

�A Guide to General Academic Information and Course Descriptions for the  
2010-2011  School Year 

�
To Students and Parents: 
 

The following information has been prepared to aid students in registering for courses and 
planning their six-year program of study.  Necessary information about the general content, 
length, prerequisites and credits for each course is included.     
 
Please note: The school reserves the right to withdraw offerings based on faculty 
availability and student interest. 
�

�
�

�
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Time Schedule for 2010 – 2011 
Alternating Day Flexible Schedule 

 
 
 

       Red Day Schedule 
 

8:00 --  9:20    Block A 
9:25 - 10:45    Block B 

          10:50 – 11:00   Homeroom 
11:00 – 11:40  Lunch I/Skinny I 

11:40 – 12:20  Lunch II/Skinny II 
12:25 -  1:45   Block C 
 1:50 -  3:10   Block D 

 
 

Black Day Schedule 
 

8:00 --  9:20    Block E 
9:25 - 10:45    Block F 

          10:50 – 11:00   Homeroom 
11:00 – 11:40  Lunch I/Skinny I 

11:40 – 12:20  Lunch II/Skinny II 
12:25 -  1:45   Block G 
  1:50 -  3:10   Block H 
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General Information for Middle School 

 
 

All seventh grade students are required to take the following Middle School classes: 
�  One year of English 7 Literature 
�  One year of English 7 Grammar and Composition  
�  One year of Mathematics (Ordinarily this is Math 7, CP Pre-Algebra or Pre-

Algebra Honors, but in circumstances where the student’s standardized test scores 
and performance in grade 6 mathematics merit moving her/him ahead, the student 
will take Algebra I Honors. ) 
NOTE: Students who take Algebra I Honors are taking this course for High School 
credit.  The grade and credit WILL be displayed on the High School transcript 
and WILL be averaged into the High School cumulative GPA.  Please ask the 
Counselor to explain the “retake” criteria and procedure. 

�  One year of Life Science  
�  One year of World Geography 
�  Either One credit in French I, Latin I, or Spanish I (placement by teacher 

recommendation only).  The grade and credit for this course WILL be displayed 
on the high school transcript and WILL be averaged into the High School 
cumulative GPA.  Please ask the Counselor to explain the “retake” criteria and 
procedure. 
OR 1 semester of Introduction to Latin and 1 semester of Introduction to French 

�  One year of Foundations of Catholic Theology 
�  One year in specials comprised of:  One quarter in EACH of the following:  

Music 7; Art 7;  Intro to Computer Applications; an d Physical Education 7.   
 
All eighth grade students are required to take the following: 

�  One year of English 8 Literature 
�  One year of English 8 Grammar and Composition 
�  One year of Mathematics (Ordinarily, this is Preparation for Algebra, CP Pre-

Algebra, CP Algebra I, or Algebra I Honors, but students who were accelerated in 
7th grade will take Algebra II Honors.) ****NOTE: Stud ents who take CP Algebra 
I, Algebra I Honors or Algebra II Honors are taking these courses for High School 
credit.  The grade and credit WILL be displayed on the high school transcript and 
WILL be averaged into the cumulative GPA.  Please ask the Counselor to explain 
the “retake” criteria and procedure. 

�  One year of Physical Science  
�  One year of World History 
�  One High School credit in Foreign Language (may be Latin I, French I, or Spanish 

I).  The grade and credit for this course WILL be displayed on the high school 
transcript and WILL be averaged into the cumulative GPA.  Please ask the 
Counselor to explain the “retake” criteria and procedure. 

�  One year of Introduction to the Sacraments and Morality 
�  One year in specials comprised of:  One quarter in EACH of the following: �

Music 8; Art 8; Intro to Web Design; and Physical Education 8.��
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�

             Middle School English                  

�
�
�
201ENG:  
CP English 7 Literature……………………………………………………... 
No Pre-requisite; Grade 7; REQUIRED; full year   

English 7 Literature offers a thematic approach to literature, concentrating on literary genres 
and literary elements. Additionally, students will study vocabulary to improve both written and 
oral expression and will use writing and research skills to convey their understanding of 
literature. 

 
 

202ENG:  
English 7 Literature Honors …………….…………………………………. 
No Pre-requisite; Grade 7; REQUIRED; full year   

Placement into this course is based upon previous academic success, standardized test scores, a 
writing sample, and Cardinal Newman School approval. English 7 Literature Honors offers an 
in-depth study of literature with an emphasis on each genre’s basic literary elements.  
Additionally, students will study vocabulary to improve both written and oral expression and 
will use writing and research skills to convey their understanding of literature. 

 
As an Honors course, English 7 Literature Honors will cover more material in greater depth and 
with more emphasis on critical thinking skills than the comparable college preparatory class. 

 
 

220ENG: 
English 7 Grammar and Composition …………………………………….. 
No Pre-requisite; Grade 7; REQUIRED; full year 

English 7 Grammar and Composition will focus on improving students’ existing grammar and 
composition skills.  Students will learn grammar through the writing process as they 
concentrate on the basic modes of paragraph writing.  In addition, students will begin to learn 
the effective use of research in writing, will study vocabulary intensively through meaningful 
context, and will demonstrate their progress through regular assessment. 
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203ENG:  
CP English 8 Literature ………………………...…………………………. 
Pre-requisite – English 7; Grade 8; REQUIRED; full year 

English 8 Literature will use literature to enhance both critical reading skills and critical 
thinking skills. Additionally, students will study vocabulary to improve both written and oral 
expression and will use writing and research skills to convey their understanding of literature. 

 
204ENG:                        
English 8 Literature Honors ………………………..…………………….. 
Pre-requisite(s) - Successful completion of CP or English 7 Honors and the current teacher’s 
recommendation based on the individual’s diligence and strengths in reading, writing, and 
critical thinking; Grade 8; REQUIRED; full year  

An alternative to English 8 Literature, Honors English 8 Literature will use the study of world 
literature to enhance both critical reading and critical thinking skills.  Additionally, students 
will study vocabulary to improve oral expression and will use writing and research skills to 
convey their understanding of literature.    
 
As an Honors course, English 8 Literature Honors will cover more material in greater depth and 
with more emphasis on critical thinking skills than the comparable college preparatory English 
class. 

 
221ENG: 
English 8 Grammar and Composition …………………………………….. 
Pre-requisite – English 7 Grammar and Composition; Grade 8; REQUIRED; full year 

English 8 Grammar and Composition will focus on improving students’ existing grammar and 
composition skills.  Students will learn grammar through the writing process as they 
concentrate on the basic modes of paragraph and essay writing.  In addition, students will 
continue to learn the effective use of research in writing, will continue to study vocabulary 
intensively through meaningful context, and will demonstrate their progress through regular 
assessment. 
 

 
222ENG: 
English 8 Grammar and Composition Honors ……………..…………… 
Pre-requiste(s) - English 7 Grammar and Composition; current teacher’s recommendation based 
on the individual student’s diligence and a firm grasp of the usage of the eight principle parts of 
speech along with the use of skills and strategies of the writing process; Grade 8;        
REQUIRED; full year  

An alternative to English 8 Grammar and Composition, this class will move at a faster pace, 
focusing on a more intensive study of students’ existing grammar and composition skills with 
an emphasis on sentence structure and style. The writing process will include both essay 
writing and research. Students will continue to study vocabulary intensively through 
meaningful context. 
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           Middle School Foreign Language 
 

All students are required to complete three full credits of the same foreign language in high 
school.  To begin this sequence, seventh grade English Honors students and all eighth grade 
students may select from the following languages – French I, Latin I, or Spanish I.  With 
successful completion of one of these courses, students will receive their first high school 
language credit.  The grade and credit for this course WILL be displayed on the high school 
transcript and WILL be averaged into the High School cumulative GPA.  Please ask the 
Counselor to explain the “retake” criteria and procedure for junior high students. 
 

619FOR: 
Introduction to French ................................................................................... 
No pre-requisite(s); grade 7; REQUIRED (unless taking first year language); 1 semester  

In this one semester course, students will be introduced to French language and culture. They will 
sample the language through thematic units such as meeting, greeting and talking about people, 
family, food, colors and time. The students will experience the cultural aspects of the language 
through the use of videos, games, crafts, music, art, and food. Students will also be introduced to 
many of the 28 countries in which French is a national language. This is an introductory course that 
will be preceded or followed by an exploratory course in Latin to give students, who have already 
studied Spanish in elementary school, a sampling of the languages that will be available to them in 
the eighth grade.  

 

600FOR: 
Introduction to Latin ..................................................................................... 
No pre-requisite(s); grade 7; REQUIRED (unless taking first year language); 1 semester 

This semester-long initial look at Latin is designed to introduce the student to very rudimentary 
Latin grammar, including nouns, verbs, and adjectives. The course will present students not only 
with Latin vocabulary, but also with the English vocabulary that is derived from Latin. Cultural 
aspects of the Romans are also featured, including conversational Latin, daily life, mythology, and 
history. Students will complete creative projects relating to Rome and the Latin language. This is an 
introductory course and will be preceded or followed by an exploratory course in French to give 
students, who have already studied Spanish in elementary school, a sampling of the languages that 
will be available to them in the eighth grade. 

 

605FOR:  
French I……………………………………………………………………… 
 No pre-requisite(s); Available to Grade 7 English Honors students and all of Grade 8; 1 Credit 
 During the first year of French studies, students are introduced to France and to French culture as 

well as to many of the 28 countries of the world where French is a national language.  Students will 
learn to describe people and places, names and colors, give directions, count, give dates, ask 
questions, shop and pay for their purchases, express preferences, and discuss and order foods. 
Emphasis will be on present tense regular and irregular verbs. One of the past tenses (le passé 
composé) will be studied at year's end.  
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601FOR: 
Latin I ……………………………………………………………………  
No pre-requisite(s); Available to Grade 7 English Honors Students and all of Grade 8; 1 Credit 

Latin is offered to students with little or no background in foreign language.  This first year 
course concentrates on basic Latin grammar and vocabulary retention. During the first year, 
students learn the first two noun declensions in all cases, all four verb conjugations in the active 
and passive voices, all forms of adjectives, cardinal and ordinal numbers 1-10 and Roman 
numerals. The course will present the student with Latin vocabulary and the English vocabulary 
that is derived from Latin. Cultural aspects including daily Roman life, history and mythology 
will also be studied. 
      

609FOR:  
Spanish I .……………………………………………………………… 

 No pre-requisite(s); Available to English 7 Honors Students and all of Grade 8; 1 Credit 
 In this first year of Spanish studies students will use all four language skills: listening, reading, 

speaking, and writing.  Studies will include Hispanic culture, history, contemporary events and 
academia. The acquisition of language and cultural skills will be emphasized.   

 

606FOR:  
French II……………………………………………………………… 
Pre-requisite(s) - French I; Grade 8; 1 Credit   
 This course is a continuation of French grammar, vocabulary building and intensive study of 

French culture, written and oral expression. Past and future tenses will be studied and readings 
will include the fables of Lafontaine and French print news media.  

 

602FOR:  
Latin II…………………… ……………………………........................... 
Pre-requisite -  Latin I; Grade 8; 1 Credit  
 The Latin II course develops and utilizes the grammar and vocabulary from Latin I through 

more extensive translating.  During the second year, students will master all five declensions of 
nouns, including specialized uses of the cases. Students will also master all four conjugations of 
verbs and many irregular verbs, including uses of the infinitives, participles, and gerunds. 
Students will learn the subjunctive mood of these verbs as well.  Students will learn the 
positive, comparative and superlative degrees of adjectives and adverbs. Students will learn the 
demonstrative, indefinite, and reflexive pronouns.  More English derivatives are studied. 

 

610FOR:  
Spanish II.…………………………………………………………………… 
Pre-requisite - Spanish I; Grade 8; 1 Credit  
 Students will converse on topics of personal interest, likes and dislikes. They will also 

demonstrate comprehension of selected authentic materials, produce formal and informal 
communication, study of tenses in the present, preterit, indicative, and expand cultural 
knowledge through a variety of media. 
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The recommended sequences of options for Middle School students are as follow:  
 

Grade 
Level 

 
HONORS OPTION 1 

 
HONORS OPTION 2 

 
College Prep – Option 1 

 
College Prep- Option 2 

 
 Algebra I Honors 

 
CP Pre-Algebra  

 
Math 7 

 
7th 

Grade 

 
Pre Algebra 7 Honors 

      

 
Algebra II Honors 

 
CP Algebra I  

 
Preparation for Algebra 

or  

 
8th 

Grade 

 
Algebra I Honors  

    CP Pre-Algebra 

 
 
HONORS OPTION 2 is intended for grade 7 students who enter Cardinal Newman prepared to 
take Honors Algebra I.   

             NOTE: Students in honors courses are expected to maintain an average of 84 (B-) or above. To 
move from college prep to an honors-level course, students should have an average of 91 (A-) 
or above and a teacher recommendation. All students graduating after 2010 must earn a 
minimum of four high school credits in Mathematics in order to satisfy graduation 
requirements. 

�

 
303MTH: 
Math 7………………………………………………………………..……… 
Pre-requisites – Placement by CNS Math Department; Grade 7; REQUIRED; full year 

                     This course is designed for students who need the opportunity to clarify and strengthen the basic 
math concepts they have studied thus far.  The study includes operations with fractions, 
decimals, rational numbers, integers, and percents.  Additional topics that will be covered 
include: concepts in elementary geometry, data analysis, and problem solving techniques.  

 
 
300MTH:  
CP Pre-Algebra ..………………………………………………………….... 
Pre-requisites – Placement by CNS Math Department; Grade 7 or 8; REQUIRED; full year 
 This course reviews basic skills of operations with fractions, decimals, rational numbers, 

integers and percents. Other topics include algebraic expressions, graphing points on a 
coordinate plane, factors, solving equations and inequalities, exponents, scientific notation, 
ratios, proportions and percentage of change. 
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301MTH:  
Pre-Algebra 7 Honors…………………………………………………...….. 
Pre-requisite – Placement by CNS Math Department based on past performance and 
                           standardized test scores; Grade 7; REQUIRED; full year  

 This course is similar in content to the non-honors section, but will include the additional 
concepts of linear functions, inequalities, slope and graphing linear equations. 

 
330MTH:  
Preparation for Algebra ……..………………………..…........................... 
Pre-requisite – Math 7  or CP Pre-Algebra and placement by CNS Math Department; 
 Grade 8; REQUIRED; full year 
 This course explores a range of topics to prepare students for Algebra I.  It reviews basic skills 

with operations of decimals, fractions, rational numbers, integers, percents and geometry.  It 
also includes solving equations and inequalities, graphing linear functions, exponents, square 
roots, polynomials and factoring. 

 
304MTH:  
CP Algebra I …………………………………………………..…………….. 
Pre-requisite(s) - CP Pre-Algebra or Foundations of Algebra and placement by CNS Math 

Department; Grades 8-9; REQUIRED; 1 Credit  
 Topics include equations, inequalities, polynomials, factoring of polynomials, rational 

expressions, graphing systems of equations, rational and irrational square roots.  There is an 
emphasis on applying these skills to solve practical problems.  This course will provide the 
student’s first high school mathematics credit, will appear on the high school transcript, and 
will be included in the high school GPA. 

 
305MTH:  
Algebra I Honors………………………………………………….………… 

         Pre-requisite(s) - Pre-Algebra 7 Honors and/or placement by CNS Math Department 
              Grades 7 - 8; REQUIRED; 1 Credit  
 This course provides students with basic algebraic skills which include symbolism, 

fundamental operations of real numbers, ratios, polynomials, open sentences of equality and 
inequality, quadratic expressions, products, factoring, graphs, operations for integral exponents 
and radicals and problem solving. This course will provide the student’s first high school 
mathematics credit, will appear on the high school transcript, and will be included in the high 
school GPA. 

 

309MTH:  
Algebra II Honors…………………………………………........................... 
Pre-requisites – Algebra I Honors and recommendation from current Math teacher;   
  Grades 8; REQUIRED; 1 Credit; Graphing Calculator Required. 

This fast-paced class builds on and deepens concepts from previous math courses.  Students 
will master the techniques needed to operate with rational, radical and polynomial expressions. 
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             Middle School Science                       
 

 
401SCI:  
Life Science………………………………………………………………… 
No pre-requisite; Grade 7; REQUIRED; full year   

This course is designed to aid students in recognizing and appreciating the application of life 
science to the world around them.  The course examines theories about the origins of living 
things, their basic characteristics, the fundamental structures of cells, and the interrelationship 
of the environment.  Students are introduced to a working conceptual framework that will 
enhance an ongoing investigative study of life in the classroom and laboratory. 

 

 
 
440SCI:   
CP Physical Science………………………………………………... 
Pre-requisite - Life Science; Grade 8; REQUIRED; full year   

This course is designed to be a practical study of the relationship between the formation of the 
universe, matter and energy. It is an integrated curriculum that established the relationship 
among physical, earth and biological systems. Ideas and principals are reinforced by hands-on 
laboratory activities that permit students to demonstrate their science skills. 
 
 

 
441SCI:  
Physical Science Honors …………………………………………….                                                                                                                                                                                
Pre-requisite – a grade of 91 (A-) or higher in Life Science; Grade 8; REQUIRED; full year 

This course deals with the same material as Earth/Physical Science as described above, but 
goes into greater depth. Individual research and projects as well as group research and projects 
will be required.   
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  Middle School Social Sciences 
�
�
�
501SOC:  
World Geography………………………………….………........................... 
No Pre-requisite; Grade 7; REQUIRED; full year 

 In this course students develop a greater awareness of the geography and culture in the various 
regions in the world. Special emphasis is placed on development of map skills, topography, 
climate, and environmental characteristics.   

 
 
507SOC:  
World History……………………………………………………………….. 
Pre-requisite – World Geography; Grade 8; REQUIRED; full year 

Students in this course will analyze modern world civilizations from the fall of Rome through 
World War II, identify civilizations geographically by regions and continents, identify key 
developments in each civilizations history and describe the contributions made to modern 
society. 

 
 
 

521SOC: 
World History Honors ……………………………………………………… 
Pre-requisites -  A grade of 90 (B+) or better in World Geography and recommendation from 
            current Social Studies teacher;  Grade 8; REQUIRED; full year    

In addition to the required course material, Honors students will be expected to investigate and 
explore selected topics in-depth.  Students will also have additional research, writing, and 
project components required. 
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          Middle School Theology 
�
�
�
All students are required to take Theology every year that they are enrolled in Cardinal 
Newman School.  In addition, all students are required to meet community service requirements 
as outlined by the Theology Department. 

�
�
 
101THE: 
Foundations of Catholic Theology……………………….…………………………… 
No Pre-requisite; Grade 7; REQUIRED; full year 

This course will begin with an overview of the Catholic Church and basic teachings.  Emphasis 
during the first semester will be placed on Mary, saints, prayer, sacraments, scripture, and the 
Mass.  Second semester will focus on the person of Jesus as seen in the Gospels.   
NOTE: There is an $18.00 textbook fee for this course; the school will provide the book. 

 

 
 
102THE: 
Introduction to the Sacraments and Morality……………………………………….. 
Pre-requisite – Foundations of Catholic Theology; Grade 8; REQUIRED; full year 

Students will examine in detail the seven sacraments, especially the sacraments of initiation.  
Students will also examine specific moral issues and the process for making moral decisions.    
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�
901PE:  
Physical Education 7………………………………………………………. 
Grade 7; REQUIRED Special; 9 weeks 

This course is designed to help students become more knowledgeable and skilled in developing 
 their motor skills and practicing proper physical fitness. The goal of this course is to guide 
 students in gaining an understanding of and an appreciation for the importance of physical 
 education; developing and improving motor skills; developing and maintaining a positive self 
 image, proper diet and nutrition.  The Presidential Fitness Standards will be practiced.  

 

902PE:  
Physical Education 8……................................................................................ 
Grade 8; REQUIRED Special; 9 weeks 
 This course is designed to expand the knowledge and skill development gained in 901 PE.  

Students will also develop, appreciate, and use skills, rules, and strategies in sports.  Areas of 
concentration covered but not limited to include:  the Presidential Fitness Standards, muscular 
and cardiovascular strength and fitness, flexibility and body composition, different individual 
and team sports and games some of which are lifelong activities. 

 
801FA 
Music 7 ………………………………………………………………………. 
Grade 7; REQUIRED Special; 9 weeks   

Students participate in this program as part of the overall Specials block that includes physical 
education, music, art, and computer education.  Lessons encompass notation, rhythm, ear 
training, movement and expression, music history, and composers.   

 
802FA: 
Music 8 ……….……………………………………………………………… 
Grade 8; REQUIRED Special; 9 weeks 

This course builds on the skills learned in Music 7.  Lessons in notation, rhythm, ear training, 
movement and expression, proper vocal technique, critical evaluations, music history, interview 
and audition techniques, and writing and producing a classroom musical production are 
covered in this course. 

 
 

823FA:  
Middle School Instrumental Music ………………………………….…….. 
Grades 7-8; Special Elective; 2 skinny periods per week for entire year 

This course offers the opportunity for students to receive instrumental instruction and to play in 
an ensemble.  As part of their course work, students will perform as an ensemble at school, 
social and/or community functions.  Students may take this course for multiple years.  
Students taking the class for the second time should sign up for 823-2FA. 
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806FA: 
Junior High Cardinal Chorus ........................................................................ 
No pre-requisites; Grades 7-8; Elective; 2 skinny periods per week for entire year 

This class is open to all Cardinal Newman students who like to sing.  Styles that will be 
covered may include traditional and contemporary, sacred and secular, jazz and others.  The 
primary function of this class is to prepare students to perform for school functions, liturgical 
services, and concerts.  Students will learn to perform two, three, and four-part harmony.  
Students may take this course for multiple years.  Students taking the class for the second 
time should sign up for 806-2FA. 

 

803FA: 
Art 7 …………….………………………………………………………….... 
No Pre-requisite; Grade 7; REQUIRED Special; 9 weeks   

Students participate in this program as part of the overall Specials block that includes physical 
education, music, art, and computers.  This class offers a basic study of the principles of visual 
art.  Using a number of techniques and materials, students will explore painting, drawing, and 
sculpture, as well as fundamental art history. 

 

804FA: 
Art 8 ………………………………………………………………………….. 
No Pre-requisite; Grade 8; REQUIRED Special; 9 weeks 

Students participate in this program as part of the overall Specials block that includes physical 
education, music, art, and computers.  This class will build upon skills learned in Art 7 with an 
emphasis on the elements and principles of design.  A variety of materials and techniques will 
be explored. Class sessions will follow the basic chronology of art and art history through the 
ages.  This is a hands-on studio class.  
�

701TCH:  
Introduction to Computer Applications ………..…………………………. 

Grade 7; REQUIRED Special; 9 weeks 
This course teaches how to effectively utilize Microsoft Office to prepare professional-looking 
projects and will include instruction in WORD, EXCEL, and POWERPOINT.  Students will 
build and present a project to an audience. 

 

702TCH:  
Introduction to Web Design……………........................................................ 

Grade 8; REQUIRED Special; 9 weeks 
Good web design skills are vital in today’s world.  This course will teach students how to build 
simple, yet professional websites, as well as the basics of how the internet works. 

�
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�
General Information for High School 

�
Courses for Credit……………………………………...………………… 
Some courses for credit toward high school graduation start upon entrance into seventh or eighth grade 
at Cardinal Newman School.  Students should be aware that their permanent academic records will be 
affected.  In most cases, we recommend that students  continue in the same foreign language as they 
enter high school and that they earn at least three (3) credits in that same language for the purpose of 
college admissions.      
�

Grades……………………………………….……………………………… 
Grades earned in a class will be reported as a numeric average in a range from 0-100. 
 
Incomplete grades are issued in only certain situations at the discretion of the Cardinal Newman 
School Principal.  In such a circumstance, the student may work with the teacher and administration to 
complete the work.  Once the work is completed, a grade will be assigned and placed on the report 
card. 
�
�

Description of Weighted Courses……………...…..……………….............. 

Dual Enrollment 
Dual Enrollment is a program, in association with local institutions of higher education, that 
allows students to receive both high school and college credit simultaneously.  It is offered on a 
faculty availability basis and with the continued support of the participating institutions. There 
will be an additional cost associated with these courses.  Grades for Dual Enrollment courses 
are awarded additional weighting.  Placement will be by teacher recommendation, and students 
must also meet the admissions requirements of the applicable higher education institutions. 

 
Advanced Placement 

Advanced Placement (AP) courses require in-depth and rigorous study of content, completion of 
extra projects, and learning at an accelerated pace.  Grades for AP courses are weighted the 
same as Dual Enrollment courses.  Placement will be by grades earned in prior courses and 
teacher recommendation. AP course students are required to take the AP Exam.  The 
Educational Testing Service charges a fee for each AP Exam, and students must pay the 
fee before taking the AP Exam(s).  
 

Honors  
Similarly, Honors courses require in-depth and rigorous study of content, completion of extra 
projects, and learning at an accelerated pace.  Honors courses are weighted more than CP 
courses but less than AP/Dual Enrollment courses.  

 
 

Cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA)……………………...………… 
Cumulative grade point average is computed at the end of each semester.  All high school classes are 
used when determining GPA.  Honors, AP and Dual Enrollment courses are weighted.  
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Graduation Information 
Note:  Cardinal Newman School has distinguished itself by choosing to implement a flexible collegiate schedule. 
This type of schedule empowers our students to earn up to 4 additional credits for graduation. Ninth, tenth and 
eleventh graders are required to schedule 8 full credits per year.  Twelfth graders may choose to schedule only 
6 full credits for their senior years.  
 
 
 
 

Graduation Requirements for the Class of 2011  
 
Theology 

  
  4 

English   4 
Mathematics (Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, and Pre-Calc or Finite)   4 
Lab Science (Biology, Physics, Chemistry)   3 
Social Studies (W. Civilizations, U.S. History, Govt./Econ)   3 
Foreign Language (All three must be in the same language)   3 
Information Technology   1 
Physical Education/Health   1 
Fine Arts   1 
Electives  
 

  6 

Total Credits Required 30 
�
�
�
�
 
 

Graduation Requirements for the Class of 2012 and beyond  
 
Theology 

 
4 

English 
Speech 
Research and Vocabulary 

4 
.5 
.5 

Mathematics (Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, and Pre-Calc or Finite) 4 
Lab Science (Biology, Physics, Chemistry) 3 
Social Studies (W. Civilizations, U.S. History, Govt./Econ) 3 
Foreign Language (All three must be in the same language) 3 
Information Technology 1 
Physical Education/Health 1 
Fine Arts 1 
Electives  
 

5 

Total Credits Required 30 
�



 26 



 27 

                      ENGLISH                   
 
  

 
REQUIRED COURSES 
 
205ENG:  
CP English I  ………………………………………………………………. 
No Pre-requisite; grade 9; REQUIRED; 1 Credit 

English I involves the study and analysis of basic literary genres including the drama, myth, 
poetry, short story, and novel.  Critical writing, grammar, and vocabulary studies will improve 
students’ critical reading, writing, and thinking abilities.  In addition, students will expand on 
the effective use of research in writing. 

 
 
 

206ENG:  
English I Honors.…………………..……………...………………………. 
Pre-requisite(s) - The current teacher’s recommendation based on the individual student’s 
diligence and strength in reading, writing, and critical thinking.  Grade 9; Required; 1 Credit 

An alternative to CP English I, English I Honors will study both classical and contemporary 
literature to enhance both critical reading and thinking skills.  Analytical writing, grammar, and 
vocabulary studies will improve students’ critical reading, writing, and thinking abilities. 
Students will write using different modes of writing for varying audiences and purposes.  As an 
Honors course, English I Honors will cover more material in greater depth and with more 
emphasis on critical thinking skills than the comparable college preparatory English class. 
 
 
   

207ENG:  
CP English II……………………...………………………………...……… 
Pre-requisite – English I; Grade 10; Required; 1 Credit 

English II takes a historical approach to American literature from its Puritan beginnings to 
contemporary authors.  Students will improve their critical reading, writing, and thinking 
abilities through vocabulary enrichment.  In addition, students will expand on the effective 
use of research, culminating in a major research project. 

 

 
 



 28 

 
208ENG:  
English II Honors .…………………….…………………………………... 
Pre-requisite(s) - The current teacher’s recommendation based on the individual student’s 
diligence and strength in reading, writing, and critical thinking .  
Grade 10; REQUIRED; 1 Credit 

 An alternative to CP English II, English II Honors takes a historical approach to American 
literature from its Puritan beginnings to contemporary authors. Students will hone critical 
thinking and analytical skills.  Students will strive to become more sophisticated writers in 
terms of transition, sentence structure, diction, and punctuation.  Research will be an essential 
part of their study of American literature, culminating in a major research project. As an 
Honors course, English II Honors will cover more material in greater depth and with more 
emphasis on critical thinking skills than the comparable college preparatory English class. 

 

209ENG:  
CP English III… ……………………………………..................................... 
Pre-requisite – English II; Grade 11; REQUIRED; 1 Credit  

CP English III takes a historical approach to British literature from the Anglo-Saxons to the 
Romantics.  Students will develop writing skills as they utilize a variety of writing types such 
as the narrative, the persuasive, the descriptive, and the research paper.  Students will also 
improve grammar skills through copy-editing their work and will enrich vocabulary through 
SAT style drills.  
 

210ENG:   
English III Honors ……………… ………………………………………... 
Pre-requisite(s) - The current teacher’s recommendation based on the individual student’s 
diligence and strength in reading, writing, and critical thinking.  
Grade 11; REQUIRED; 1 Credit  

An alternative to CP English III, English III Honors takes a historical approach to British 
literature from the Anglo-Saxons to the Romantics.  Students will hone critical thinking and 
analytical skills.  In writing, students will continue writing cohesive essays which offer 
adequate support. Research will be an essential part of the course, culminating in a major 
research project.  As an Honors course, English III Honors will cover more material in greater 
depth and with more emphasis on critical thinking skills than the comparable college 
preparatory English class. 

 

213ENG:  
CP English IV……………………...………………………............................ 
Pre-requisite(s) – English III; Grade 12; REQUIRED; 1 Credit 

CP English IV Rhetoric and Composition: This course is designed to complement the students’ 
previous writing and critical reading training and to ensure their readiness for the demands of 
college. Students will be exposed to a variety of rhetorical modes and to a wide spectrum of 
writing processes.  Students will practice generating, developing, writing, and revising ideas 
into working papers.  Students will also learn to write strong argumentative/persuasive pieces 
and will use credible sources to back up their opinions.  Finally, students will be able to locate 
reliable sources, incorporate such information into their writing, and appropriately document 
said sources.  Multiple drafts and collaborative peer review will be important elements of the 
class.    
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241ENG/242ENG:  
Dual Enrollment College Credit English 101/102 (each worth .5 credit) …...… 
Pre-requisite(s): The current teacher’s recommendation based on the individual student’s 
diligence and strength in reading, writing, and critical thinking will be considered.  Students 
must also be carrying an unweighted cumulative GPA of 3.0 or above, as determined by CNS, 
and must have an SAT composite score of at least 900.  
Grade 12; REQUIRED; total of 1 Credit 

For students who qualify, dual enrollment English offers college credit for ENG 101 and ENG 
102 through the University of South Carolina, Sumter.  The first semester (ENG 101) focuses 
on critical reading of essays, writing a variety of essays, supporting arguments, documentation, 
and the writing process.  Building on the skills learned in ENG 101, the second semester (ENG 
102) includes reading and in-depth analysis of a variety of literary genres, writing critical 
analyses, and learning to research and document essays.  In order to take this course, students 
must qualify for admission to the dual enrollment program through the University of South 
Carolina.  Students must take the course for college credit and are responsible for paying 
the college tuition. 

 

 
 
237ENG: 
Research Skills and Vocabulary Enrichment……………………………... 
No Pre-Requisite—REQUIRED for all 9th graders; .5 Credit 

This class will have two elements of study that will aid the developing 9th grade student. The 
student will be exposed to The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers and will learn 
how to find an appropriate research topic, gather credible reference materials, compile and 
document the data, and correctly cite all sources.  Furthermore, the students will be engaged in 
an intensive study of vocabulary, which will explore word origins, prefixes, roots, and suffixes.  
Through the combination of both research and vocabulary enrichment, 9th graders will be well-
prepared for their high school careers. 

 

 
 
232ENG: 
Speech - Intro ……………………………………………………………… 
No Pre-requisite; REQUIRED for all 9th graders; .5 Credit 

This class will introduce the student to fundamental techniques used in effective public speech 
and presentations.  The class will introduce discussions and practice in formulating and 
structuring clear, effective arguments and counterarguments; achieving effective vocal and 
postural tones; and studying rhetorical theory and technique from antiquity to the present. 
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ELECTIVE ENGLISH COURSES OFFERED EVERY YEAR  
 
 

217ENG:  
Journalism and Publications I …………….……….…………………............... 
Pre-requisite(s) - Student maturity, strong sense of responsibility, good work ethic (all very 
important to success of course.) 
Grades 10, 11 and 12; ELECTIVE; 1 Credit 

This collaborative course will incorporate writing and technology skills in order to produce 
varied student publications. Student articles, creative writing, and artwork will be showcased. 
The students will learn the basics of journalistic writing, improve their research skills, learn 
desktop publishing, and create their own portfolios of work. This class requires autonomy when 
students are out of class conducting research and interviewing.  Students will have contact with 
such outside media sources as Skirt Magazine, the Free Times, WLTX, and USC School of 
Journalism.  

 

218ENG:  
Journalism and Publications II ……………….……….………………….......... 
Pre-requisite(s) - Journalism and Publications I; Student maturity, strong sense of responsibility, 
good work ethic, leadership skills (all very important to success of course), and the written 
approval of the current Journalism instructor.  
Grades 11-12; ELECTIVE; 1 Credit 

This collaborative course will incorporate writing and technology skills in order to produce 
varied student publications. The students will build on the skills they mastered in 
JOURNALISM I as they build their writing portfolios.  Students in this course will also be 
expected to assume leadership roles as section editors or as Layout and Design Editor or 
Editor-in-Chief.  These positions will be assigned based upon a formal interview, experience, 
and formal observations. The students will gain valuable experience in team-building, editing, 
and working with cutting edge software. 

 

234ENG: 
Debate ………………………………………………………………………... 
Pre-requisite(s) -  Speech; Grades 10, 11, 12; ELECTIVE; .5 Credit  

 This class will concentrate on discussions and practice in formulating and structuring clear, 
effective arguments and counterarguments; achieving effective vocal and postural tones; 
studying rhetorical theory and technique from antiquity to the present; and working as a group 
to create an effective, competitive debate team.   

 

238ENG: 
SAT/ACT Preparation and College Application Workshop.……………... 
No Pre-requisite; Grade 11; ELECTIVE; .5 Credit 

This class will prepare the student through an intense process of practice, research, and analysis 
for all sections of the SAT and ACT.  Students will also be exposed to the steps necessary for 
applying to colleges, for improving their applications for admission and financial aid, and will 
write and perfect at least 4 essays that can be used to accompany college applications. 
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ALTERNATING YEAR ELECTIVE COURSES  
 

COURSES OFFERED IN ODD-NUMBERED GRADUATION YEARS 
 

229ENG:  
True Crime (offered in 2010-2011, 2012-2013) ..……………………………………….. 
Pre-requisite – Parental permission 
Grades 11 - 12; ELECTIVE; .5 Credit 

This course will examine many of our nation’s most notorious crimes such as the 
Lindbergh baby kidnapping, the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, the 
Manson Family murders, the Jonestown Massacre, the Oklahoma City bombing, Jon 
Benet Ramsey’s unsolved murder, and the crimes of Ted Bundy.  Students will read, 
analyze, and discuss the factual evidence of the crimes and the impacts these crimes 
have had on our society and culture. Students will also discuss what we can learn as a 
result of these tragedies and will be exposed to guest speakers from the various fields of 
criminal justice. 

 

250ENG 
Creative Writing  (offered 2010-2011, 2012-2013) …………………………….……….. 
Pre-requisite(s) – 205ENG or 206ENG; Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; .5Credit  

This course allows students to develop the skills needed to create original writing in 
such areas as personal narratives, fiction, creative non-fiction, and poetry.  Students will 
learn strategies for all steps of the writing process from invention to publishing.  They 
will also share and respond to writing in collaborative settings.  

 
 

COURSES OFFERED IN EVEN-NUMBERED GRADUATION YEARS   
 

219ENG: (not available in 2010-2011)  
Humanities in Film (not offered 2010-2011, 2012-2013) …………………….………. 
Pre-requisite(s) - Student maturity;  Grades 11-12; ELECTIVE; .5 Credit  

Students will read and analyze a broad spectrum of modern literature and then view the 
correlating film(s) to compare and contrast the beauty of the written word and the power 
of the visual art of film.  Students will also view and study a variety of film genres 
including drama, horror, action, romance, science fiction, and Academy Award winners. 

 

231ENG: (not available in 2010-2011) 

Shakespearean Comedies/Romances in Multi Media (offered in 2011-2012; 
2013-2014) ………………………………………………………………………………..…... 
No Pre-requisite - Grades 10, 11, 12; ELECTIVE; .5 Credit  

This course offers an intensive study that will embrace figurative language as well as 
religious, political and historical studies. Plays such as The Comedy of Errors; Much 
Ado About Nothing; The Taming of the Shrew; Twelfth Night; The Merchant of Venice 
will be studied. Modern film pairings may also be made such as She’s the Man; 10 
Things I Hate About You; Kiss Me, Kate; Much Ado About Nothing (Branagh); The 
Merchant of Venice (Pacino). 
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           Foreign Language 
 

 
 
All students are required to complete three full credits of the same foreign language for 
graduation.   
 

 
605FOR:  
French I………………………………………………………………… 

 No pre-requisite(s); 1 Credit 
During the first year of French studies, students are introduced to France and to French culture 
as well as to many of the 28 countries of the world where French is a national language.  
Students will learn to describe people and places, names and colors, give directions, count, give 
dates, ask questions, shop and pay for their purchases, express preferences, and discuss and 
order foods. Emphasis will be on present tense regular and irregular verbs. One of the past 
tenses (le passé compos é) will be studied at year's end.  

   

 
606FOR:  
French II……………………………………………………………… 
Pre-requisite(s) - French I; 1 Credit   
 This course is a continuation of French grammar, vocabulary building and intensive study of 

French culture, written and oral expression. Past and future tenses will be studied and readings 
will include the fables of Lafontaine and French print news media.  

 
 
607FOR:  
French III……………… ………………………………………………. 
Pre-requisite(s) - French II; 1 Credit   
 Correct use of most widely used tenses, continued cultural studies, internet news broadcasts 

and more advanced readings which will include excerpts from les Misérables and le Fantôme 
de l’Opéra. 
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608FOR:  
French IV Honors……………………………………............................ 
Pre-requisite(s) - 91 or higher in French III and/or recommendation from the French III 
 teacher: 1 Credit  
 This course may be used to fulfill an elective requirement. All aspects of the written and 

spoken language will be stressed.  Readings will be taken from newspapers, magazines, the 
Internet, and from all centuries of French Literature, (Candide, etc). French films will include 
Les Misérables, Cyrano de Bergerac and others. 

 
     
          617FOR:  
          French V Honors……….………………………................................... 

Pre-requisite(s) -  91 or higher in French IV Honors and/or recommendation from the French 
IV Honors teacher; 1 Credit    

 This course may be used to fulfill an elective requirement. Students will continue to refine their 
communicative skills, knowledge, understanding and appreciation of francophone culture, 
history and literature through the study of films, the Internet and the written language. 
European news resources will be used to gain an understanding of the European view of the 
world situation. 

 
 
601FOR:  
Latin I .………………...……………………..……………………… 
No pre-requisite; 1 Credit 

Latin is offered to students with little or no background in foreign language.  This first year 
course concentrates on basic Latin grammar and vocabulary retention. During the first year, 
students learn the first two noun declensions in all cases, all four verb conjugations in the active 
and passive voices, all forms of adjectives, cardinal and ordinal numbers 1-10 and Roman 
numerals. The course will present the student with Latin vocabulary and the English vocabulary 
that is derived from Latin. Cultural aspects including daily Roman life, history and mythology 
will also be studied. 

 
 
602FOR:  
Latin II…………………… ……………………………........................... 
Pre-requisite(s) - Latin I; 1 Credit  
 The Latin II course develops and utilizes the grammar and vocabulary from Latin I through 

more extensive translating.  During the second year, students will master all five declensions of 
nouns, including specialized uses of the cases. Students will also master all four conjugations of 
verbs and many irregular verbs, including uses of the infinitives, participles, and gerunds. 
Students will learn the subjunctive mood of these verbs as well.  Students will learn the 
positive, comparative and superlative degrees of adjectives and adverbs. Students will learn the 
demonstrative, indefinite, and reflexive pronouns.  More English derivatives are studied. 
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603FOR:  
Latin III ………..… …………………...………………………….…………. 
Pre-requisite(s) - Latin II; 1 Credit   

Latin III has several objectives: to acquire upper-level grammar and vocabulary; to translate 
historical and mythical literature; and to learn and discuss history and geography of the Roman 
Republic and Roman Empire.  Students will hone and reinforce the mastery of Latin grammar 
from Latin I and Latin II. 

 
614FOR:  
Latin IV Honors …………… ……………..…………................................. 
Pre-requisites - Latin III and teacher recommendation 
Grades 11-12; ELECTIVE; 1 Credit 

Students will learn the basics of Latin meter and poetry.  Students will read from Virgil’s 
Aeneid, as well as selections from Horace, Catullus, Cicero, and Ovid.  Students will learn 
remaining grammar (mostly specific to works and authors) and advanced vocabulary, while 
reinforcing and honing skills learned in previous levels.  Historical and philosophical 
perspectives of the works will be discussed.  This class may be repeated once for additional 
credit; authors will be rotated so that a student who repeats the course will have different 
content. 

 
609FOR:  
Spanish I .…………………………………………………………….……… 
No pre-requisite; 1 Credit 

                      In this first year of Spanish studies students will use all four language skills: listening, reading, 
speaking, and writing.  Studies will include Hispanic culture, history, contemporary events and 
academia. The acquisition of language and cultural skills will be emphasized. 

 
610FOR:  
Spanish II.…………………………………………………………………… 
Pre-requisite - Spanish I; 1 Credit  
 Students will converse on topics of personal interest, likes and dislikes. They will also 

demonstrate comprehension of selected authentic materials, produce formal and informal 
communication, study of tenses in the present, preterit, indicative, and expand cultural 
knowledge through a variety of media. 

 

611FOR:  
Spanish III……………………………...…………………………………… 

 Pre-requisite - Spanish II; 1 Credit    
 Students will continue to strengthen their communicative skills (reading, writing, speaking and 

listening) through further study of the language including but not limited to grammar moods 
that express the past, present, imperative, progressive and subjunctive tenses. Students will 
acquire more vocabulary and gain additional knowledge of target cultures.   
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612FOR:  
Spanish IV Honors………………………………………………………..… 

                Pre-requisite - 91 or higher in Spanish III and/or recommendation from the Spanish III 
teacher; 1 Credit   

 This course may be used to fulfill an elective requirement. In addition to elaborating on the 
skills already acquired, students will focus intensively on their communicative skills by 
applying the remaining grammar skills, which allow them to express the subjunctive and future 
tenses as well as those previously introduced. Writing, aural and oral expressions are vital to 
the course and will be assessed. 

 

           613FOR:  
         Spanish V Honors……………………………………................................. 
         Pre-requisite - 91 or higher in Spanish IV Honors and/or recommendation from 
            the Spanish IV Honors teacher; 1 Credit    
 This course may be used to fulfill an elective requirement. Students will refine their 

communicative skills while deepening their understanding of all grammar moods. Students will 
be exposed to the artistic expressions of Hispanics throughout time including Pablo Picasso, 
Pablo Neruda, Miguel Cervantes, Salvador Dalí and will read a Spanish novel chosen by the 
instructor. 

 
 
 

620FOR: (offered ONLY in ODD-numbered graduation years) 
Introduction to Ancient Greek .................................................................... 
Prerequisite – Love of Language and willingness to work; Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; 1 Credit  

May be used to fulfill “4th year elective” requirement. This course will concentrate on learning 
the Greek alphabet, basic grammar, and vocabulary retention. Students will learn declensions 
of nouns, conjugations of verbs, English words derived from Greek and cultural aspects such as 
mythological characters and Greek history.          
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                Mathematics 
 
The recommended course sequences are as follow: 
 

 
 
 

Grade Level 

 
 

Honors Option 1 
(for students who 

took Algebra I 
Honors in 8th grade) 

 
Honors Option 2   
(for students who 

took Alg. I Honors in 
7th grade and Alg. II 
Honors in 8th grade) 

 
College Prep 

Option 1 
(for students who 

took Algebra I CP in 
8th grade) 

 
College Prep 

Option 2 
(for students who 

took Preparation for 
Alg. in 8th grade) 

 
9th Grade 

 
Algebra II Honors 

 
Geometry Honors 

 
CP Algebra II  

 
CP Algebra I  

 
10th Grade 

 
Geometry Honors 

Pre-Calculus  
Honors 

 
CP Geometry 

 
CP Algebra II 

 
11th Grade 

Pre-Calculus  
Honors 

Calculus 101 or 
Calculus Honors 

 
CP Pre-Calculus 

 
CP Geometry  

 
12th Grade 

Calculus 101 or 
Calculus Honors 

 
Calculus 102 

Calculus Honors or 
Finite Math 

 
Finite Math 

�
 Students in Honors Option 1 who wish eventually to take Calculus 102 may choose to take  
 Algebra II Honors and Geometry Honors at the same time. 

  NOTE: Students in honors courses are expected to maintain an average of 84 or above. To 
move from college prep to an honors-level course, students should have an average of 91 or 
above and a teacher recommendation. Beginning with the Class of 2011, all students must earn 
a minimum of four credits in Mathematics in order to satisfy graduation requirements.   

 
 

****NOTE: Beginning with Algebra II and Geometry, s tudents are required to have a TI 84 PLUS 
calculator.  Current students who have a TI 83 or a TI 84 may continue to use it. 

 
 

304MTH:  
CP Algebra I …………………………………………….………………….. 

 Pre-requisite(s) - Preparation for Algebra or placement by CNS Math Department 
 REQUIRED; 1 Credit   

 Topics include variables; grouping symbols; equations, translating sentences into equations; 
translating problems into equations and solving; the number line; what are opposites; absolute 
values; adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing integers; commutative, associative, 
distributive, and identity properties; solving equations; exponents; adding, subtracting and 
multiplying polynomials; transforming formulas; factoring; simplifying algebraic fractions; 
working with equations in two variables; linear equations, including calculation of slope and 
writing the equation of a line. 
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305MTH:  
Algebra I Honors………………………………….………………………… 

         Pre-requisite(s) - Pre-Algebra Honors and/or placement by CNS Math Department 
            REQUIRED; 1 Credit  
 This course provides students with basic algebraic skills which include symbolism, 

fundamental operations of real numbers, ratios, polynomials, open sentences of equality and 
inequality, quadratic expressions, products, factoring, graphs, operations for integral exponents 
and radicals and problem solving. 

 
306MTH:  
CP Geometry………………………………..…………................................. 
Pre-requisite – CP Algebra I and/or placement by CNS Math Department 
REQUIRED; 1 Credit  

 This course is designed to familiarize students with plane and solid geometric figures and their 
relationships in planes and space as a foundation for the coordinate system.  Students are taught 
to use methods of inductive and deductive reasoning so that these methods become usable tools 
of learning, thinking, and understanding.  It is also the purpose of geometry to learn accuracy in 
reasoning, originality in thought, the difference between reliable and unreliable information and 
to express data systemically. 

 
307MTH:  
Geometry Honors…………………….……………………........................... 
Pre-requisite – Algebra I Honors and/or placement by CNS Math Department 
REQUIRED; 1 Credit  
 This course will include topics covered in the CP Geometry curriculum.  It will also include the 

development of students to reason logically and deductively based on the assumption of the 
basic principles of Algebra I, and the postulates, corollaries, theorems, definitions of geometry, 
and developing the skills to write formal two-column proofs.   

 
308MTH:  
CP Algebra II………………………………………...................................... 

         Pre-requisite – CP Algebra I and Graphing Calculator Required 
            REQUIRED; 1 Credit   
 This class is intended to provide students with foundations in fundamental operations with 

algebraic expressions, linear and quadratic equations, polynomials, systems of equations, 
factoring, functions, and solution of linear inequalities, conic sections.  This course will include 
graphing, complex numbers, and solution of radical equations.   

 
309MTH:  
Algebra II Honors……………………………………................................. 

Pre-requisites – Algebra I Honors and recommendation from current Math teacher  
REQUIRED; 1 Credit; Graphing Calculator Required.  

This course will include a more in-depth study of topics covered in the CP Algebra II 
curriculum. This fast-paced class builds on and deepens concepts from previous math courses.  
Students will master the techniques needed to operate with rational, radical and polynomial 
expressions. 
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310MTH:  
CP Pre-Calculus………………………………………………………..…… 

 Pre-requisite - Algebra II 
 ELECTIVE; 1 Credit; Graphing Calculator Required  

May be used to fulfill “4th-year elective” requirement. This course seeks to develop students’ 
critical thinking skills necessary to investigate and relate concepts in order to come to new 
conclusions and insights. The study of the defining characteristics of the following functions 
and their application to problem solving, comprise the basic content of the course: linear, step 
and periodic functions, piecewise functions, absolute value, polynomial and rational functions, 
composites, inverse functions, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions. 

 

314MTH:  
Pre-Calculus Honors…………………………………………...…………… 

 Pre-requisites - Algebra II Honors and recommendation from current Math teacher 
 ELECTIVE; 1 Credit; Graphing Calculator Required.    

May be used to fulfill “4th-year elective” requirement. This course seeks to develop students’ 
critical thinking skills necessary to investigate and relate concepts in order to come to new 
conclusions and insights. The study of the defining characteristics of the following functions 
and their application to problem solving, comprise the basic content of the course: linear, step 
and periodic functions, piecewise functions, absolute value, polynomial and rational functions, 
composites, inverse functions, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions.  If time 
allows students study conic sections, the parabola, circle, ellipse, hyperbola, limits and 
continuity. 

 

316MTH:    
Calculus Honors…………………………………………..…………………. 
Pre-requisites - Pre-Calculus Honors or CP Pre-Calculus and recommendation from current 
Math teacher; ELECTIVE; 1 Credit  

Full year; 1 credit. May be used to fulfill “4th-year elective” requirement.  Course will cover the 
basic foundations of Differential Calculus and Integral Calculus, but it will not deal with the 
material to the same depth as the dual enrollment Calculus course.    
  

323MTH 
Calculus 141 CC(Dual Enrollment)…………........................................ 
Pre-requisites – Pre-calculus Honors and recommendation from current Math teacher ; students 
must qualify for admission to the dual enrollment PACE program through the University of 
South Carolina at Sumter and will have to pay for the college credit.  Students must also be 
carrying an unweighted cumulative GPA of 3.0 or above, as determined by CNS, and must have 
an SAT composite score of at least 900.  
 

This course is offered through USC Sumter.  The students who successfully complete this 
initial college calculus class will not only receive high school credit, but will also receive 4 
semester hours of college credit for their work.  For purposes of high school grading, the course 
will be weighted as AP.  The teacher has the option to schedule an extra 40 minute lab period 
per week.  This lab will take place in a skinny period.  Students must take the course for 
college credit and are responsible for paying the college tuition.       
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324MTH 
Calculus 142 CC(Dual Enrollment)…………...……………………………. 
Pre-requisites – Pre-calculus Honors and recommendation from current Math teacher ; students 
must qualify for admission to the dual enrollment PACE program through the University of 
South Carolina at Sumter and will have to pay for the college credit.  Students must also be 
carrying an unweighted cumulative GPA of 3.0 or above, as determined by CNS, and must have 
an SAT composite score of at least 900.  
 

This course is offered through USC Sumter.  It is the follow-up course to Calculus 141.  
Students who successfully complete the class will not only receive high school credit, but will 
also receive 4 semester hours of college credit for their work.  For purposes of high school 
grading, the course will be weighted as AP.  The teacher has the option to schedule an extra 40 
minute lab period per week.  This lab will take place in a skinny period.  Students must take 
the course for college credit and are responsible for paying the college tuition.  Students 
may also take the Advanced Placement Calculus Exam in May, but must declare this intention 
at the beginning of the course. 
 

 
 
321MTH 
Finite Topics………………………………….......................................... 
Pre-requisites – Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry and placement by the CNS Math Department 
ELECTIVE; Grades 11, 12; 1 Credit 

This course will fulfill the state requirement for a fourth year of math.  It is designed for 
students who have completed Algebra II and who do not choose to take pre-calculus.  It will 
include the study of matrices, linear programming, parametric equations, coordinate geometry, 
set theory, probability and logic.  It will also include some topics from finance and/or from 
statistics.  
 
 

325MTH 
Personal Finance 
Pre-requisites – none; ELECTIVE; Grades 11, 12;  .5 Credit 

This course is designed to help students develop the skills needed to survive on their own as 
they prepare to leave for college.  They will learn the basics of budgeting, obtaining credit, 
maintaining checking accounts, building savings accounts, completing personal taxes, 
purchasing assets such as real estate and vehicles.  Additional topics may include investments 
and insurance.  Students will discuss how these topics relate to their financial futures and will 
be exposed to guest speakers from various branches of finance and banking. 
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703TCH:  
Information Technology………………………..…………………………... 
No pre-requisites; Grades 9-12; REQUIRED; 1 credit. 

Students will increase their skills through hands-on practice using Microsoft Office Applications. 
We will use Microsoft Word for business letter templates and proposals, Excel for data and formula 
entry, and Power Point for presentations.  The second semester of the course will expand the 
student’s use to more advanced applications of the Microsoft Office Suite.  Both a mid-year 
application project and a final application project will be implemented.  

 
707TCH: 
Web Design I………………………………………………………………… 
Pre-requisite(s) - 703TCH; Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; .5 Credit 

This course begins with an in-depth unit on HTML, followed by a detailed study of good design 
principles.  This will be followed by a unit on graphic design skills.  The course will culminate with 
an introduction to Java programming.  Over the course of the semester, the students will be required 
to use all learned skills to produce two projects and will work in teams to produce a professional 
website.    

 
708TCH: 
Web Design II ……………………………………………………………….. 
Pre-requisite(s) - Web Design I and teacher recommendation. Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; 
.5 Credit 

This class is for the serious Web Design student and will build on the skills developed in Web 
Design I.  It will begin with a rigorous unit on Java programming, followed by a thorough 
discussion of database design with SQL.  The course continues with an introduction to PHP 
programming, and concludes with a unit on basic video production and editing.  Two quarter 
projects are required and will involve applying the skills learned thus far.  Students will work in 
teams to produce a professional interactive public website that collects and stores data, with a 
companion back-end intranet.   
 

714TCH: 
AP Computer Science A ……………………………………………………. 
Pre-requisite(s) - 309MTH; 707TCH; 708TCH and recommendation of current technology teacher; 
Grades 11-12; ELECTIVE; 1 Credit 

This is an introductory course in computer science and is built around the development of computer 
programs using standard Java.  The design and implementation of computer programs is used to 
introduce other important aspects of computer science, including the development and analysis of 
algorithms, the development and use of fundamental data structures, the study of standard 
algorithms, and the use of logic and formal methods.  This is a course for the serious computer 
science student, and it prepares the student to take the AP Computer Science A exam in May.  It 
receives AP weighting in the cumulative GPA.  
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709TCH:     
Introduction to Television Broadcasting (1st Semester) …………………………… 
No pre-requisite(s) - Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; .5 credit. 

This Television Broadcasting course is designed to instruct students in the fields of 
Video/television design and production with an emphasis on computer technology and 
multimedia computer applications.  This class will be application based, and over the course the 
student will research and complete several projects in addition to daily work assignments.  
Students will work in teams to complete many projects. 

 

710TCH: 
Television Broadcasting I  (2nd Semester) …………………………………………… 
Pre-requisite(s) - Intro to Television Broadcasting; Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; .5 credit. 

This Television broadcasting course is designed to continue your learning’s from TV 
Broadcasting Introduction.  Students will have more projects to further their skills, with Script 
Writing, short stories, commercials, fiction and non-fiction scripts. 

 

711TCH:   
Television Broadcasting II ………….……………………………………................. 
Pre-requisite(s) - Television Broadcasting I or participation in CNN; Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE;  
1 credit. 

This advanced course is designed to instruct students in the fields of Video/television design 
and production. The course requires student research and completion of several large-scale 
projects in addition to daily project-centered work.  Students will work in teams to complete 
many projects.    

 

712TCH: 
Media Technology 1 and 2 (Full Year)……………………………………... 
Pre-requisite(s) - Television Broadcasting I or participation in CNN; Grades 11-12; ELECTIVE; 
1 credit. 

This advanced course will be a production-based class that will design and produce a monthly 
Magazine show for the Campus CNN (Cardinal Newman News).  It will involve getting many 
stories and putting them together for a monthly recap of what has been happening at CNS. 

 
813TCH:  
Yearbook Production……………………………………………………. 
No Pre-requisite(s) - Grades 11 or 12; ELECTIVE; 1 Credit  

The ultimate goal of this program will be the publication of the Cardinal Newman Yearbook.  
Students will participate in long-range planning and production management. Copy 
writing/editing, reporting, photography, marketing and design layout will be the basis of the 
course. Students will learn the discipline of meeting deadlines, a crucial aspect of any media 
production. 
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             Performing Arts       
 
 
830FA: 
Music Appreciation (MUSC 110 for 3 college credit hours )  ………………..… 
No Pre-requisites; Grades 11-12, ELECTIVE; Students take the class for college credit through 
the PACE Program at USC Sumter and must also be carrying an unweighted cumulative GPA of 
3.0 or above, as determined by CNS, and must have an SAT composite score of at least 900; 
 .5 Credit   

This class, taught at Cardinal Newman for both high school credit and 3 semester hours of 
college credit, will explore the foundations of music (eg: tempo, rhythm, melody) and then 
trace music and its development, beginning with the Middle Ages and Renaissance through 
Modern and non-Western styles and genres. This course may be counted toward fulfilling the 
Cardinal Newman School Fine Arts requirement for high school graduation.  Students are 
responsible for paying the college tuition. 

 
819FA: 
Jazz and American Popular Music (MUSC 140 for 3 college credit hours) 
No Pre-requisites; Grades 11-12, ELECTIVE; Students take the class for college credit through 
the PACE Program at USC Sumter and must also be carrying an unweighted cumulative GPA of 
3.0 or above, as determined by CNS, and must have an SAT composite score of at least 900; 
 .5 Credit   

This class will trace the history of Pop music in America.  It will begin with styles in the 1890s 
and follow its history and development through Pop music in the 1990s.  This course may be 
counted toward fulfilling the Cardinal Newman School Fine Arts requirement for high school 
graduation.  Students are responsible for paying the college tuition. 

 

820FA: 
Theory, Arranging and Improvisation………………………………………………...                                                                               
Pre-requisites: A basic knowledge of music and permission of Instructor; 
ELECTIVE; Grades 9, 10, 11, 12; 1 Credit   

This class will give an overview of music theory accomplished through discussion of both 
current and historical topics and the students’ participation in class work, homework, and class 
performance.  If time and understanding permit, the class topics will be expanded to show how 
they relate to and are used in improvisation and arranging.  The course is open to all Cardinal 
Newman students, and it fulfills the Cardinal Newman School Fine Arts requirement for high 
school graduation.  
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816FA: 
High School Cardinal Chorus......................................................................... 
No pre-requisites; Grades 9-12; Elective; 2 days per week during skinny period; .25 credit 

This class is open to all Cardinal Newman students who like to sing.  Styles that will be 
covered may include traditional and contemporary, sacred and secular, jazz and others.  The 
primary function of this class is to prepare students to perform for school functions, liturgical 
services, and concerts.  Students will learn to perform two, three, and four-part harmony.  
Students may take this course for multiple years, and high school students may use their 
credits to fulfill the Cardinal Newman School Fine Arts requirement.  Students taking the 
class for the second time should sign up for 816-2FA; students taking the class for the third 
time should sign up for 816-3FA; students taking the course for the fourth time should sign 
up for 816-4FA. 

 
818FA: 
Instrumental Music ……………………………………………………….. 
Pre-requisite – a minimum of 2 years of training on the instrument of choice 
Grades 9-12; ELECTIVE; 1 Credit 

This course offers the opportunity for students who have some experience with their  
instruments to receive further instruction and to play in an ensemble.  Students may earn 
more than 1 credit by participating in this course for multiple years.  This course fulfills 
the Cardinal Newman School Fine Arts requirement for high school.  Students taking the class 
for the second time should sign up for 818-2FA; students taking the class for the third time 
should sign up for 818-3FA; students taking the course for the fourth time should sign up 
for 818-4FA. 
 

 
 
851FA:Drama I……………………………..……………………..………………….. 
No Pre-requisite; Grades 9-12; Elective; .5 Credit 

Students will survey the following aspects of theater production: staging, theatrical styles, and 
acting. In addition to academic work in the history of theatre, students will spend a good 
portion of the course performing and writing scenes, building sets and practicing the basic 
components of stage, costume and make-up design. 

 

 
 
821FA: 
Drama II – Advanced Acting and Directing Lab……………...…………... 
Pre-requisite(s) – Drama I OR two semesters of participation in play production and the 
recommendation of the course instructor; Grades 9-12; Elective; .5 Credit 

This class will build on the acting and directing techniques learned in Drama I in order to 
prepare the student for refined, exceptional scene and play preparation. Students will spend 
time performing intense direction and performance sequences and will work with their peers to 
produce different scenes from several different periods and styles. 
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             Physical Education 
 
 
 
All students are required to successfully complete .5 credit of Physical Education I  and .5 credit 
of Health. 
 

909PE:  
Physical Education I ………..………………………………………………. 
No pre-requisite; Grades 9-10; REQUIRED; .5 Credit 

The goal of this course is to introduce students to fitness and conditioning through physical 
education with an emphasis on team sports.  Additionally, the Presidential Fitness Testing will 
be administered, and lifelong activities will be taught. 
 
 

910PE: 
Health ………………………………………………………………………... 
No pre-requisite; Grades 9-10; REQUIRED; .5 Credit 

The goal of this course is to guide students to an understanding and appreciation for the 
importance of living healthy lives.  Topics that will be covered include but are not limited to 
diet and nutrition, drug and alcohol awareness, personal hygiene, and total conditioning.   
 
  

904PE:  
Physical Education II – weight training and conditioning……………...… 
Pre-requisite - Physical Education I / Health;  Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; 1 Credit  

The goal of this class is to teach students the proper techniques and fundamentals of weight 
training.  
 

908PE 
Physical Education III – advanced weight training and conditioning …... 
Pre-requisite(s) – Physical Education I and Physical Education II and recommendation from 
course instructor;  Grades 10-12 co-ed; ELECTIVE; 1 Credit 

This course is offered to students who wish to engage in an advanced strength training and 
conditioning program.  The course is designed to help students become more knowledgeable 
and skilled in developing a variety of training programs.  Proper techniques and flexibility are 
stressed.  Cardiovascular conditioning will be developed through a variety of routines.  Course 
time will be spent learning and using proper training technique to enhance flexibility, speed, 
strength, and cardio and muscular conditioning.  Plyometrics, as well as diet and nutrition, will 
be important components of this course.  
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                        Science                        
 
 
All students are required to have three years of lab science for graduation.  The recommended 
sequences are: 
 

       Freshman Year: CP Biology I or Biology I Honors 
Sophomore Year: CP Physics I or Physics I Honors 
Junior Year: CP Chemistry or Chemistry 111 (college credit) 
Senior Year: Any of the following:  Physics II Honors; AP Biology; Chemistry II; 
                                                             Human Anatomy; Genetics; or Astronomy 

 

404SCI: CP Biology (a laboratory science) ……………………………………... 
Pre-requisite(s) - Satisfactory completion of Physical Science or Earth/Physical Science 
Grade 9; REQUIRED; 1 Credit 

This course is designed to give students a basic understanding of the fundamental principles of 
the study of life.  The course includes a considerable amount of studying, involving 
memorization of facts and terminology, and completing textbook correlated worksheets, 
reading text assignments and learning materials covered in lectures and class activities.  This is 
a lab science; therefore, a considerable amount of time will be spent in a laboratory setting. 
 

405SCI:  
Biology Honors (a laboratory science) ..….……………………………………… 
Pre-requisite(s) - 86 or higher in CP Physical Science and recommendation from current Science 
teacher; Grade 9; REQUIRED; 1 Credit  

This is a course in Biology, designed to give students a basic understanding of the fundamental 
principles of the study of life.  The course includes a considerable amount of studying, 
involving memorization of facts and terminology, and it involves a suggested minimum of 30 
minutes an evening of homework, including completing textbook correlate worksheets, reading 
text assignments and learning materials covered in lectures and class activities.  There are also 
several projects that may require more study time, such as writing assignments and extended 
laboratory investigations.  This class is designed to give students an idea of what would be 
involved should a career in science and/or medicine be planned.  
 

407SCI:  
CP Physics I  (a laboratory science) .……………………….................................. 
Pre-requisite - Satisfactory completion of Biology  
Grade 10-11; REQUIRED for non-Honors Track; 1 Credit 

This course gives an introduction to the laws of motion in one and two dimensions, work and 
energy, momentum, fluid mechanics, heat and vibration, and waves with an emphasis on 
problem-solving, lab work, hands-on activities, and projects. 
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408SCI:  
Physics I Honors (a laboratory science) ………………………............................ 
Pre-requisites - 90 or higher in Algebra I CP or 84 or higher in Algebra I Honors, and 
recommendation from Algebra I teacher 
Grades 10 - 11; REQUIRED for Honors Track; 1 Credit  

This honors course covers not only the 407SCI topics, but also additional concepts, moves at a 
faster pace, and is a more in-depth study of physics.  

 
 

409SCI:  
CP Chemistry I (a laboratory science) …...……………………………………… 
Pre-requisite - Satisfactory completion of Physics I  
Grades 11-12; REQUIRED for non-Honors Track; 1 Credit  

This introduction to Chemistry emphasizes problem-solving and laboratory work.  Students 
will study stoichiometry, the gas laws, atomic structure and solution chemistry. 
 

 

417SCI:  
Chemistry 111 Dual Enrollment (a laboratory science) .………………………. 
Pre-requisite(s) -  Physics 1 Honors and teacher recommendation from current Science teacher; 
students must qualify for admission to the dual enrollment PACE program through the 
University of South Carolina at Sumter and will have to pay for the college credit.  Students 
must also be carrying an unweighted cumulative GPA of 3.0 or above, as determined by CNS, 
and must have an SAT composite score of at least 900.  
Grades 11-12; REQUIRED for Honors Track; 1 Credit 

This college Chemistry course emphasizes sophisticated problem-solving techniques. This class 
will require student-generated laboratory work, stoichiometry, the gas laws, solution chemistry, 
chemistry dynamics and equilibrium.  The course uses a college level text and syllabus 
designed in cooperation with the University of South Carolina.  Students must take the 
course for college credit and are responsible for paying the college tuition. 

 
 
412SCI:  
Physics II Honors (a laboratory science) ………………….................................. 
Pre-requisite(s) - 90 or higher in CP Chemistry I or 84 or higher in Chemistry 111 and/or 
teacher recommendation from current Science teacher 
Grade 12; ELECTIVE for Honors Track; 1 Credit    

Full year; 1 credit. May be used to fulfill “4th-year elective” requirement. A problem-solving 
honors course using college freshman material/text in the areas of mechanics and electro-
magnetism.  Included are projects and group work. 
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413SCI:  
AP Biology (a laboratory science) ……………………………............................ 
Pre-requisite(s) - 90 or higher in CP Chemistry I or 84 or higher in Chemistry 111 and/or 
teacher recommendation from current Science teacher; Minimum of 575 SAT Verbal score; 
Students are required to take the AP Exam; Grade 12; ELECTIVE for Honors Track; 1 Credit  

May be used to fulfill “4th-year elective” requirement.  This is a college Biology course taught 
in the high school.  At the end of the year, the students are given a standardized exam, which 
will determine their eligibility for advanced placement and/or credit in college Biology courses.  
The course covers a vast amount of material and thus makes heavy demands on even the best-
organized student.  In addition to a thorough reading of a college Biology textbook, the 
students write several brief papers summarizing scientific articles and perform and write 
numerous laboratories. 

 

418SCI: (not offered in 2010-2011) 
Human Anatomy (a laboratory science) alternating year course taught in even-numbered 
graduation years – 2011-2012; 2012-2013……………………...……………………………………... 
Pre-requisite – 84 or higher in CP Biology; Grade 10-12; ELECTIVE; 1 Credit  

May be used to fulfill “4th year elective” requirement.  This course will provide students 
with knowledge of the structure and function of the systems of the human body. 

  
419SCI:  
Genetics (a laboratory science) - alternating year course taught in odd-numbered graduation 

years – 2010-2011; 2012-2013 …………………………………………………….. 
Pre-requisite – Successful completion of CP Biology; Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; 1 Credit 

This course is designed to introduce the student to nearly all of the fundamental concepts of 
genetics.  The first half of the course will focus on the basic principles of classical genetics, 
while the second half of the course will deal with the modern discoveries of molecular biology 
and their applications in today’s world.  It will provide the student with a good foundation in 
genetics and laboratory genetic research.  
 

430SCI 
Astronomy (a laboratory science) - alternating year course taught in odd-numbered 
graduation years – 2010-2011; 2012-2013 
Pre-requisite(s) – successful completion of CP Physics I; Grades 11-12; ELECTIVE; 1 Credit 

This is an introductory course in astronomy, covering the early history of astronomy, basic 
concepts and tools in the study of astronomy, observations of the heavens, our solar system, 
stars and their lives, black holes, the Milky Way and other galaxies and cosmic expansions.  
The course will include problem solving and project sections.    

 
 



 50 

 
 



 51 

              Social Sciences 
 
 
 
 
 
 

529SOC:  
Early American History……………… ……………….…………………… 
No pre-requisites; Grade 9; REQUIRED; 1 Credit 

This course will enable students to understand the development of the United States within the 
context of history with a major focus on the formative years up to the Reconstruction period. 
Students will use knowledge pertaining to history, geography, economics, political processes, 
religion, ethics, diverse cultures, and humanities to investigate and explore major events and 
topics.  

 
 
 

530SOC: 
Early American History Honors …………………………………………… 
Pre-requisite(s) - Recommendation from Social Studies teacher; Grade 9; REQUIRED; 
 1 Credit 

In addition to the required course material, Early American History Honors students will be 
expected to investigate and explore selected topics in-depth and complete additional research, 
writing, and project components. 

 
 
 

524SOC:  
Modern American History……………………….………………………... 
No pre-requisite(s); Grade 10; REQUIRED; 1 Credit 

This course is the second part of a two-year study of United States History that begins in 9th 
grade.  It offers a study of events and analyses of their causes and effects.  Students will explore 
the development of the United States from the Reconstruction Period to the 21st Century. They 
will further their understanding of fundamental historical concepts and major events.  
Investigation of historical implications continue to be critical skills that are stressed.   
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536SOC:  
AP U.S. History ……………………………………………......................... 
Special note: Students wishing to take this course will do so in their junior  year.  They will NOT 
take Modern American History in grade 10. 
Pre-requisites – 530SOC and recommendation from Social Studies teacher;   
Grade 11; (in place of Modern American History); REQUIRED; 1 Credit  

Daily lectures and rigorous note taking are utilized in achieving a college classroom 
environment.  Students are expected to use analytic skills and factual knowledge to critically 
analyze events in U.S. History. They will assess historical materials, weigh evidence, and 
analyze and interpret historical documents.  All students taking this course must take the AP 
exam in May, and the course carries AP Weighting in the cumulative. 

 
506SOC:  
U.S. Government ……………………………………………………………. 
Grade 12; REQUIRED; .5 Credit 

 United States Government provides a framework for understanding the nature and 
importance of responsible civic participation and for learning the rights and responsibilities of 
individuals in a constitutional democracy. The course enables students to explore the historic 
origins and evolution of political philosophies into contemporary political and legal systems. 
Constitutional structure and the processes of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches 
of the national, state, and local levels of government are examined. Students learn to draw 
conclusions about the impact and interrelationships of history, geography, and economics 
upon our system of government. They also learn to demonstrate an understanding of the 
governmental structures of the United States and other political systems, as well as the 
relationship of American government to world affairs. Students learn to analyze the roles of 
individuals and groups in the political process by identifying and analyzing political issues.  

 
515SOC:  
Economics………………………………………………………………. 
Grade 12; REQUIRED; .5 Credit 

The course places emphasis on the free enterprise system and its benefits.  The course will also 
cover government in the American economic system, international economic relations, 
consumer economics, and the comparison of the American economic system with other world 
economic systems. 

 

538SOC:  
AP Macro-Economics …………………………........................................... 
Pre-requisites - Recommendation from Social Studies teacher;  
Grade 12; REQUIRED (in place of 515SOC); .5 Credit 

The class will involve daily lecture note taking, student reports, and essay preparation 
emphasizing cause-effect relationships. The major topics covered are: supply/demand, 
inflation, GDP, business cycles, fiscal cycles, international trade, exchange rates, money, 
banking, and monetary policy.  All students taking this course must take the AP exam in 
May, and the course carries AP Weighting in the cumulative. 
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539SOC:  
US Government and Politics, AP ……………..…………..…………….. 
Pre-requisite(s) - Recommendation from current Social Studies teacher. 
Grade 12; REQUIRED (in place of 506SOC); .5 Credit 

This will be a survey course designed to be an introduction to political science. Topics will 
include the origin and development of constitutional democracy, federalism, intergovernmental 
relations, local government relations, parties, politics, political behavior, and the legislative, 
judicial, and executive branches of government.  All students taking this course must take the 
AP exam in May, and the course carries AP Weighting in the cumulative.  

  
 

514SOC: 
Model United Nations (First Semester) ………………….………………………….. 
No pre-requisite(s); Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; .5 credit  

 Model United Nations will be offered as an elective credit that meets during the first semester.   
Students who have an interest in world affairs and politics should be eager to take this course. 
Students will have the opportunity to research, prepare and participate in an exciting 
interactive learning experience at local, national, or invitational conferences.  In the second 
semester during the Skinny periods, students will continue to prepare for participation in 
conferences. Those wishing to participate and earn credit will be responsible for 
additional expenses related to travel, accommodations, and fees.  Students may take this 
class multiple times.  Those taking the class for the second time should sign up for 514-
2SOC; those taking the class for the third time should sign up for 514-3SOC. 

 
 
 
ALTERNATING YEAR ELECTIVE COURSES  
 

COURSES OFFERED IN ODD-NUMBERED GRADUATION YEARS 
 

 

550SOC:  
The Holocaust and Recent Genocides (offered in 2010-2011, 2012-2013)… 
Pre-requisites – None; Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; .5 Credit  

This course explore the Holocaust as it relates to genocide, racism, and prejudice, and 
its tragic historical outcome.  Genocides and more recent instances of crimes against 
humanity will also be discussed.  The course will include lecture, film, analysis of 
current events, and readings in both non-fiction and fiction.  Cooperative learning and 
independent research will be required.  
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555SOC: 
Notable Americans: Movers and Shakers of the 20th Century 
No pre-requisite(s);  Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; .5 Credit 

Students taking this course will get an in-depth look at several Americans who have 
helped to change the course of our nation’s history.  From the man behind McDonald’s 
“Big Mac” to the wizard of WINDOWS, many have had significant impact on American 
society.  Students will learn about these significant contributors through lecture, 
research, films, biographies, and much more. 

 
 
 

COURSES OFFERED IN EVEN-NUMBERED GRADUATION YEARS  
 

516SOC: (not offered in 2010-2011) 

History of Sports (offered in 2011-2012, 2013-2014) ………………………..………… 
No pre-requisites; Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; .5 Credit 

This course traces the history of sports from the 19th century to the present.  Emphasis 
will be on history of the Olympics, the major American sports, and the evolving roles of 
women and minorities in sports today.  Topics will be examined through use of 
appropriate reference materials, biographies, and videos.  

 
 
 

513SOC: (not offered in 2010-2011) 

Introduction to Women’s History (offered in 2011-2012, 2013-2014) … 
No Pre-requisites; Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; .5 Credit 

This course will include units on American, European, and Third World women and 
will examine centers of women’s activities, women’s places in male-dominated 
spheres, women’s impact on culture, and women’s lives as they have been affected by 
larger changes. 
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                Theology 

 
 
All students are required to take Theology every year that they are enrolled in 
Cardinal Newman School.  In addition, all students are required to meet 
community service requirements as outlined by the Theology Department. 
 

 
103THE: 
Salvation History……….………………...................................................... 
Grade 9; REQUIRED; 1 Credit 

Students will examine salvation history, beginning with the nature of the Hebrew Scripture and 
continuing with the history of the Church from Pentecost to Pope Benedict XVI. 

 

 
104THE: 
Jesus and Spirituality…….…………………….............................................. 
Grade 10; REQUIRED; 1 Credit 

Students will examine the identity of Christ as God and Man.  Students will use scripture and 
the tradition of the Church to develop an image of Christ today. 

 
 

107THE:  This course is required for ALL Juniors. 
Catholic Social Justice………………...………………………………. 
Grade 11; REQUIRED; .5 Credit 

Students will examine the seven themes of Catholic social teaching and other social issues as 
illuminated by the Magesterium. 

 
 

105THE:  This course is required for ALL Juniors 
Applications of Moral Theology……………………...………………. 
Grade 11; REQUIRED; .5 Credit 

Students will revisit the moral decision making process they learned in eighth grade and will 
apply it to a wide range of issues they will face as adults in the world. 
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Seniors must take any two (2) of the following courses: 

  
106THE: 
World Religions…………………….…………….................................. 
Grade 12; REQUIRED; .5 Credit 

One semester; grade 12; .5 credit. Students will examine several religions of the world, such as 
Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism, as well as other non-Western religions. 

 
 
 

112THE: 
Death/Judgment/Heaven/Hell 
Grade 12; REQUIRED; .5 Credit 
This course is a Theological study of the "Last Four Things".   It will outline the Catholic 
understanding of Death and the Afterlife, using scripture, the saints, and doctrinal teaching. 
 
 

 
117THE 
The Roman Martyrology 
Grade 12; REQUIRED; .5Credit 
This course is an in-depth examination of matyred saints from the first century to the modern age. 
 
ALTERNATING YEAR ELECTIVE COURSES  
 

COURSES OFFERED IN ODD-NUMBERED GRADUATION YEARS 
 

116THE:  
Theological Images in Film (offered in 2010-2011, 2112-2013) …………..…. 

Pre-requisite(s) - Student maturity and teacher recommendations from current 
Theology teacher and from the course instructor. 
Grades 11,12; ELECTIVE; .5 Credit 

Students will view and evaluate films after studying methods of where to look 
for theological themes in films. Paper assignments will accompany all films 
viewed.  

�

510SOC:  
Philosophy Honors (offered in 2010-2011; 2012-2013) …………….……….. 
Pre-requisite(s) - Teacher recommendation from course instructor 
Grades 11, 12;ELECTIVE; .5 Credit  

This course approaches Philosophy from an historical perspective.  The survey class 
covers the entire history of Western Civilization from ancient Greece to Modern France 
and the United States.  Included are biographical information about the greatest 
philosophers and movements in the field of philosophy.  The course is taught at the 
college freshman level. 
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COURSES OFFERED IN EVEN-NUMBERED GRADUATION YEARS  

 
119THE: (not offered in 2010-2011) 

The History of the Popes Honors (offered in 2011-2012; 2013-2014) ……… 
Grades 11, 12: ELECTIVE; .5 Credit 

This course offers an in-depth study of the Popes from St. Peter to Benedict XVI.  
Special emphasis will be given to papal reigns during major historical movements.  
While the theology behind papal authority will be discussed, primary focus will be on 
the men who sat in the Chair of Peter. 
 
 

108THE: (not offered 2010-2011) 

Pauline Epistles (offered in 2011-2012; 2013-2014) …………………………... 
Grades 11-12; ELECTIVE; .5 Credit 

This course offers an in-depth study of the writings of St. Paul using personal reflection 
and commentaries. 
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                                            Visual Arts  
 

ALL Visual Arts classes will require a $25.00 supply fee per semester. 
 
805FA: 
Introduction to Art…………… …………..……............................................ 
No Pre-requisite; Grades 9-12; ELECTIVE; 1 credit  

The framework of the course is based on four major components: visual perception, creative 
expression, art history and art criticism.  Students will explore the potential of media and 
technique in a studio setting. The required fee for materials will be $50.00.  
 

807FA:  
Ceramics I ………..…………………………….………………………..…... 
No Pre-requisite(s); Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; .5 Credit  

Students will be introduced to clay hand-building techniques of coil, pinch, and slab 
construction.  Learning experiences will encompass art history, art criticism, self-evaluation, 
design, and art production with an emphasis on correct terminology.  Glazing and exploration 
of texture will also be included.  This is a hands-on studio course.  The required fee for 
materials is $25.00.  

 

808FA: 
Ceramics II ………………………………………………………………….. 
Pre-requisite(s) – Ceramics I; Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; .5 Credit 

Students will build upon skills acquired in Ceramics I with an emphasis on hand-building, 
wheel-throwing, and contemporary design and artists.  Advanced exploration of glazing, slip 
design, and surface decoration techniques will be explored.   It will also focus on the art of 
mosaics and its many applications with emphasis on contemporary designs and materials.  The 
required fee for materials is $25.00. 

 

809FA: 
Drawing I ……………………………………………………………………. 
Pre-requisite(s) – Intro to Art or instructor appro val; Grades 10-12;ELECTIVE; .5 Credit 

Prior knowledge from Intro to Art or a similar class will be applied in a studio setting.  The 
course is designed to facilitate independent exploration of drawing as the basis of all art.  
Students will work in a variety of media and techniques.  Additional materials may be required. 
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814FA:  
Painting I (for 1 semester) ………………………………………………….. 
Pre-requisite(s): Introduction to Art with a grade of 84 and/or teacher recommendation 
Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; .5 Credit 

Students will explore painting in various media. Mastery of technique and style development 
will constitute the main objectives for this course. Portfolio development will be encouraged.  
Additional materials may be required. 

 
 
845FA: 
Advanced Studio Art (for one semester)............................................................ 
Pre-requisites – Drawing I or Painting I or Introduction to Art with instructor’s permission;  
Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; .5 credit 

Students in this studio class will build upon prior art knowledge to develop a representational 
portfolio.  Advanced concepts and techniques will be explored in a hands-on studio setting.  
Students will be expected to take a more self-guided approach to creative endeavors.    The 
required fee for materials will be $25.00. 
 
 

 

846FA: 
Advanced Studio Art (for entire year)............................................................ 
Pre-requisites – Drawing I or Painting I or Introduction to Art with instructor’s permission;  
Grades 10-12; ELECTIVE; .5 credit 

Students in this studio class will build upon prior art knowledge to develop a representational 
portfolio.  Advanced concepts and techniques will be explored in a hands-on studio setting.  
Students will be expected to take a more self-guided approach to creative endeavors.    The 
required fee for materials will be $50.00. 

 


